






Why We Launched An Entrepreneurial 
Journalism Program for Zimbabwe 
Media Creators
Our inaugural entrepreneurial journalism training and mentorship program will help a 
new breed of emerging Zimbabwean content creators carve out sustainable media and 
journalism products for their niche audiences.

BY DIVINE DUBE | @village_scribe

I n October this year, I was admitted into the 
Entrepreneurial Journalism Creators Program at 

the City University of New York (CUNY)’s Newmark 
J-School. The program helps independent journalists 
develop niche products such as newsletters, podcasts 
and hyperlocal news sites.

I am now more than eight weeks into the 100 day 
program and I am super excited to be designing 
a hybrid membership initiative for The Citizen 
Bulletin, a Matabeleland-focused hyperlocal news 
outlet which I lead. Before my admission into 
the CUNY program, I had spent more than a year 
working on The Bulletin, a magazine-style bi-weekly 
e-paper. The publication launched at the height of 
the coronavirus health crisis was initially meant to 
focus only on the the pandemic and its impact on 
news desert communities especially those from the 
greater region of Matabeleland.

Approximately a year later, the digital newspaper 
designed for WhatsApp distribution now boasts of 
a market share of +3% across Zimbabwe, and is still 
growing, according to a recent Zimbabwe Media 
Market Share Survey conducted by Internews. Apart 
from studying membership in news, I joined the 
Entrepreneurial Journalism Creators Program at 
CUNY to grow The Bulletin, and to push it to the top 
of the local news ecosystem in Zimbabwe in general 
and Matabeleland in particular. My goal is to ensure 
that by 2023, The Bulletin has an audience market 
share of no less than 50 % in Matabeleland and at 
least 10% across Zimbabwe.

The Citizen Bulletin was recently admitted into the 

South African Media Innovation Program, 
a Media Development Investment Fund-
supported initiative aimed at helping selected 
independent media ventures across Southern 
Africa grow, and become sustainable

There are numerous media and journalism 
creators doing incredible work across 
Zimbabwe. I follow some of the media 
ventures developed and led by some of these 
creators, including CITE, 263, ZimLive, Open 
Parly and NewsHawks amongst others. What 
I have realized however, is that a majority of 
these digital native news ventures look, in 
many ways, like some legacy news outlets 
they seek to be an alternative for. One thing in 
common amongst most of them is that they 
are not community-driven, and lack a nuanced 
and hyperlocal approach to their reporting. 
This has, despite the proliferation of these 
independent digital news sites, left hitherto 
underserved communities in news deserts they 
have been reeling under because of, to a larger 
extent, the State’s monopoly over the media in 
Zimbabwe.

From 2019   2020, I spent an academic year at 
Stanford University as a John S. Knight (JSK) 
Journalism Fellow (JSK Fellowships) studying 
models for sustainable hyperlocal journalism. 
This experience gave me the tools, skills, 
knowledge and the impetus to relaunch The 
Citizen Bulletin into a formidable hyperlocal 
news outlet that serves genuine needs of its 
audiences residing in Matabeleland. I firmly 
believe that our long form journalism model 

https://www.journalism.cuny.edu/j-plus/entrepreneurial-journalism-creators-program/
https://www.thecitizenbulletin.com/
https://www.thecitizenbulletin.com/
https://www.thecitizenbulletin.com/index.php/newsletter.html
https://www.google.com/search%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26rls%3Den%26q%3Dstanford%2Buniversity%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
https://medium.com/u/f48228165e6c%3Fsource%3Dpost_page-----be4ae33dbe0a-----------------------------------


whose reporting is grounded on rigor and nuance 
provides a unique approach to hyperlocal journalism 
that could be replicated elsewhere, especially in 
Zimbabwe’s underserved regions. Although The 
Citizen Bulletin is still growing, I believe that I have, 
over the past year, set it on a trajectory for success 
befitting a midsize newsroom serving a region with an 
unfavorable media market and limited opportunities 
for investment.

When we launched The Citizen Bulletin in 2017, 
we didn’t know that a few years later we will be a 
trusted independent news source for the greater 
region of Matabeleland. When we launched there 
was no digital native outlet dedicated to covering 
only the region of Matabeleleland, and there were 
fewer opportunities for startups like us, which are 
available today, perhaps the reason why we didn’t 
grow as fast as we would have done today. Today, 
there are dozens of digital-first news ventures 
seeking to serve the greater region of Matabeleland. 
There are also a dozen of media ventures seeking to 
serve Zimbabwe’s underserved regions outside the 
metropolitans of Harare and Bulawayo     which often 
benefit from the nationalization of news, leaving 
outlying areas disadvantaged. I believe that these 
small, niche media ventures deserve a chance to 
grow and become sustainable. They will illuminate 
the local news ecosystem dominated by big, legacy 
newsrooms that do not serve niche, local audiences.

That is why, I am happy that with support from 
the U.S Mission in Zimbabwe, we are, beginning 
January 2022, launching an inaugural entrepreneurial 
journalism program for emerging Zimbabwe Content 
Creators. The program which will run for a period 
of six months will empower a new breed of content 
creators from Zimbabwe carve out sustainable media 
and journalism products for their niche audiences. 
Our plan is to run this program for the next five 
years or more. And our ultimate goal is ensuring 
that Zimbabwe has competent local independent 
news media that produces high-quality content that 
informs and convenes communities into meaningful 
public conversations.

Suffice to say, the entrepreneurial journalism training 
and mentorship program draws inspiration from the 
CUNY Entreprenuerial Journalism Creators Program 
and the John S. Knight Journalism Fellowship at 
Stanford where I am a current creator and an 
alumni respectively. Some exciting elements drawn 

from each program which we have replicated 
include hands-on monthly workshops on 
selected topics such as Audience Development, 
Revenue Modeling and Product Development 
and monthly expert presentations on micro 
topics such as podcasting, blogging and 
newsletter production amongst others.

November 2021 we issued a call for applications 
from talented Zimbabwean creators who wish 
to join our program. The call was specific: we 
are searching for promising content creators 
who already have ventures or ideas to start 
one. We also disclosed our preference: We 
are more interested in creators serving 
underserved communities hit particularly 
hard by news deserts in rural Zimbabwe. We 
got an overwhelming response, and received 
more than fifty applications from young 
Zimbabwean journalists and media creators. 
We planned to announce the cohort of ten 
participants in January 2022 and it is underway. 

Our call for applications received some 
overwhelming response from emerging 
content creators representing Zimbabwe’s ten 
provinces

While we are excited about this unique program 
for emerging Zimbabwean content creators, we 
are vulnerable. Although we have a solid plan 
of what we want to do, we are not sure how the 
final product will look like. However, to us success 
means that at the end of the program creators will 
have developed solid content strategies, defined 
identifiable audiences for their products and 
developed and tested viable revenue strategies for 
their ventures. The creators, will be asked, as part of 
this program, to share progress about their ventures 
or lessons from the program through Medium blog 
posts. We invite our diverse stakeholders from the 
broader local journalism and media ecosystem to 
journey with us, and give us feedback about this 
pilot initiative.

If we are doing well, let us know; our team needs 
your inspiration. If you think we are missing 
something, don’t hesitate to let us know as well. We 
are not infallible and as such, we pride ourselves 
in learning from feedback   whether it’s negative 
or positive. If you would like to chat about this 
program; volunteer your expertise or give specific 
feedback, hit me up via WhatsApp: +1 (650) 407 9367 
or email director@thecitizenbulletin.com.







Violent 
Criminal Gangs 
Terrorise 
Villagers

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

to the police does not work. This is our life 
here in Insiza these days.”

Concerned villagers attribute the violence 
to the abundance of vast gold deposits in 
the districts where gangs engage in fights 
for the control of gold claims.

Artisanal miners from other parts of 
the country have also thronged Insiza in 
an attempt to dig their way into riches, 
sparking turf wars.

Drug abuse and alcoholism have been cited 
as some of the drivers of violence.

“What worries me most is why are they 
not arrested? It’s either they are bribing 
the police to evade arrest or they are using 
muti to escape wrath of the law. Police 
are seen patrolling these areas, but these 
violent gangs are not getting arrested, and 
are seen moving freely,” Khumalo adds.

Lot Sibanda, another villager, says the 
existence of terror gangs in the district is 
known to all villagers and law enforcement 
agents.

   “
Some time recently, 

a son of a known 
Ex Zimbabwe 

National Army (ZNA) 
member was axed 

at Khayanyama 
business centre. My 

S ibonile Khumalo is frustrated that 
authorities are failing to clamp down on 

violent crimes in Insiza district, Matabeleland 
South.

With no help from the police, villagers are 
now forced to carry traditional weapons like 
axes and knobkerries to protect themselves 
from violent attacks.

Khumalo says the level of crime in the district, 
mostly attributed to artisanal miners, is worrying 
with police seemingly powerless.

Parts of Insiza district namely wards 1, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
and 19 have been rated as dangerous hotspots, 
villagers say.

Anglee C Xalang, Mahole, Nkankezi, Godlwayo, 
Fort Rixon Makhandeni with business centres 
such as Peter, Matshologwani, Tsotsi, Salani, 
Khayanyama and Silalatshani are also notorious 
hotspots, they say.

“We are not safe, any time you can fall a victim of 
violent attacks by the machete gangs known as 
Mabhambadzi (terrorists) and some of them who 
are known members of the local community 
here in Insiza,” Khumalo says.

“Even if you are attacked and injured, a report 



neighbour was raided on 
two separate occasions 

by these thugs who 
destroyed window panes 

at his home. Villagers 
are terrified over these 

criminals.
Lot Sibanda, a terrified villager

                    ”
The villagers say they are now forced to carry 
traditional weapons such as axes and knobkerries 
to defend themselves from unprovoked attacks 
from the criminal gangs.

Stanford Mathuthu says villagers must 
complement the police to curb the escalating 
crime rate that is scaring away potential investors, 
leading to lack of development.

   “
There is also a need for 
a massive recruitment 

of neighborhood watch 
committees. Government 

should declare war 
against terrorists by 

launching an operation 

in all areas known for 
this notoriety.

Stanford Mathuthu

  ”
Chief Sibasa born Bekezela Sibanda, says 
he has formed a task force to deal with the 
violent criminals. 

“On December 23 we arrested two members 
of the gang and they are still in police cells, 
while their colleagues fled. They axed 
people at a local business centre,” Chief 
Sibasa says. 

“The problem is that some of the victims 
do not want to file police reports so that 
these criminals are taken to court and 
convicted. This then forces the police to 
end up releasing them and we cannot 
blame the police in this instance.”

Matabeleland South Police Spokesperson 
Inspector Loveness Mangena says they had 
not yet received a formal report about the 
violent gangs in Insiza.

“I have enquired with the Officer in Charge 
of Filabusi police and he says they have not 
yet received any formal report concerning 
the gangs,” Mangena says.

Mangena urges victims to report to the 
police to weed out the criminals.

“We therefore urge the members of the 
public who are experiencing problems of 
these gangs to file reports at any nearest 
police station so that the suspects get 
arrested,” Mangena adds.



Inaccessibility To Cellular 
Connection Leaves Villagers 
Isolated

NKAYI

As an adaptation strategy, villagers have 
devised a system where they alternate visiting 
the network booster to make calls, and reply to 
SMS on behalf of others.

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

T raveling from Nkayi Centre to the villages 
deep in the district is refreshing as the 

surroundings become natural and welcoming to 
visitors.

The network signals wax and wane 
for no logical reason until they 

eventually disappear.

But to Sean Ncube of Hombami village, this is 
nothing amiss.

For the past 10 years of living at this village, Ncube 
has learnt to live with poor telecommunication 
signals in the area.

“I sometimes don’t see the essence 
of having a cellphone when I know 

But looking at the mobile phone, one cannot miss 
that telecommunication network signals which keep 
lowering as one travels deeper into Nkayi South.



for sure that it will be of no use in the 
village.”
Sean Ncube, a Hombami villager in Nkayi South

“The network here is so bad that we have to 
travel to the shops where there is better signal 
coverage.”

It is the same in Nkayi North where villagers face 
communication network challenges.

To communicate, villagers have to walk more 
than 10 kilometres to where there is a nearest 
booster. 

As an adaptation strategy, villagers have devised a 
system where they alternate visiting the booster to 
make calls, and reply to SMS on behalf of others.

Another villager Zenzo Mlilo expresses displeasure 
on the dreadful sandy long journey to the network 
towers to make calls.

“Regardless of communication network 
challenges, most of the villagers still own 
cellphones but the situation is not pleasing here 
in Hombami,” Mlilo says.

“We have realised that we need to send a few 
people to the booster or near villages with better 
network coverage. But, generally the network is 
bad. The government must act on this known 
legacy problem.”

A teacher who cannot be named for job security 
reasons says teaching in wards 22 to 25 schools in 
Nkayi South is more of a punishment.

“Mostly, we are here because of work. But we 
hardly communicate with our families back home 
in Bulawayo,” the teacher laments.

A number of Nkayi villages have remained 
off the communication radar at a 

time the country is preparing for 2023 
elections, a period requiring information 

on electoral processes leading to the polls 
including on voter registration.

Villagers think their challenge needs urgent 

intervention to enable them to participate in all 
electoral processes, a basic right as enshrined in the 
constitution. 

Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, Nkayi South 
legislator Stars Mathe expresses the same concerns.

“Yes, we are facing network challenges in Nkayi South, 
especially in wards 22, 23, 24 and 25,” Mathe says.

But Mathe is optimistic that the communication 
network challenges will be resolved ‘soon.’ 

“The ministry responsible for Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) is working on 
putting up measures to install network boosters in 
the affected areas considering the introduction of 
e-learning due to COVID-19,” she adds.

The Constitution of Zimbabwe states that every 
person has the right to freedom of expression, which 
includes freedom to seek, receive and communicate 
ideas. 

This becomes the responsibility of the government 
to put up necessary infrastructure for people to 
access information, and also communicate.

Tsitsi Masengure, a lawyer at Justice for Children 
(JCT), says no citizen must be left behind on access 
to information.

“Having communication and internet communication 
is in the best interest of every child including those in 
Nkayi,” Masengure explains.

“They must have access without discrimination. 
Actually the more the community is empowered and 
accessible, the more children access opportunities 
which brighten their future.”

Last year, 52 new base stations were commissioned 
by the Postal and Telecommunications Regulatory 
Authority of Zimbabwe’s (POTRAZ).

All of the country’s mobile network operators 
(MNOs) (NetOne, Econet and Telecel) contributed 
with Econet putting up the most. 

The new base stations include 2G installations, 3G 
base station installations and new LTEs. 

But Nkayi still cries out for network coverage to 
bridge the communication and information gaps, 
particularly for marginalised communities.



Rains A Blessing, Transit A 
Calamity
The 153 km Cross Dete to Binga road is in a 
sorry state as potholes make it non trafficable.

Sibanda, it no longer make any 
business sense to continue plying 

the Cross-Dete to Binga route 
because of the poor road.

“It’s no longer business wise to operate on 
this road because of constant breakdowns 
that chew into our profits,” he adds.

As a tourism destination sitting on 
untapped tourism opportunities especially 
with regards to sand beaches and hot 
springs along Zambezi River where fishing 
and boating is practiced, Binga has a 
potential of becoming an economic hub 
but risks isolation from the rest of the 
country because of its poor road network.

The district is accessible via Cross-Dete off 
the Bulawayo-Victoria Falls highway and 
through the Siabuwa-Binga road. It also 
provides a link between Gokwe in Midlands 

by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

One commuter omnibus driver plying the route, 
Nkosi Sibanda says the same road which he used 
to make several return trips in a single day now 
takes an average of four hours because of a slow 
drive around the potholes.

“It used to take two hours to drive between Binga 
and Cross Dete because the road was trafficable,” 
says Sibanda.

For commuter omnibus operators like 

W aterlogging and potholes along the 
153km Cross Dete to Binga road have 

made driving a nightmare to motorists and 
commuters who describe it as a death trap due 
to ageing, neglect and damage caused by heavy 
rains that have been pounding the district lately.



and Karoi in Mashonaland West via Siabuwa.

Even after the rehabilitation of Binga airstrip 
last year, a move which was aimed at improving 
accessibility of the sleeping tourism giant, road 
travel still remains the reliable transport mode. 

Cross Dete-Binga road is often busy with fish 
traders from Bulawayo and other parts of the 
country.

It is one of the targeted roads for rehabilitation 
under the US$400 million Emergence Road 
Rehabilitation Programme (ERRP2) which was 
launched by President Emmerson Mnangagwa a 
year ago.

The ERRP2 is in four phases spread over three 
years.

However, an estimated 28 kilometre Dete-Binga 
stretch between Cross-Dete and Kamativi as well 
as Siachilaba and Manjolo is trafficable. 

The rest of the Dete-Binga stretch is non trafficable 
because of potholes, and motorists have in some 
areas created detours to avoid the rough road.

In 2021, a section of the road near Binga centre 
was swept away by rains.

Matabeleland North was allocated ZW$700 
million in 2021 through the Ministry of Transport 
and Infrastructure Development for road 
rehabilitation of an estimated 2 937km road 
network in the province.

Works involved pothole patching, grading, 
regravelling, spot dumping, wash away repairs, 
culverts construction, reseals and rehabilitation.

Nonetheless, the Binga community feels the 
government deliberately marginalizes the district 
by neglecting infrastructure including the road 
network.

Ministry of Transport and 
Infrastructure Development 

Matabeleland North Provincial 
Roads Engineer Xolani Ncube says 
only 25km of the 153km Cross-Dete 
to Binga road will be resealed this 

year.

“There are plans on the way for this Cross-
Dete-Kamativi-Binga road and 25km of it 
will be resealed this year,” Ncube says.

Matabeleland North minister of Provincial 
Affairs and Devolution Richard Moyo says 
his office will push for prioritisation of 
the Cross-Dete-Binga, Bulawayo-Nkayi and 
Bulawayo-Tsholotsho roads this year.

“With the 2022 budget passed, we are going 
to look at priority projects that need to be 
completed this year and we are happy that 
contractors are remobilising to go back on 
site on the Bulawayo-Nkayi and Bulawayo-
Tsholotsho roads which are also key,” 
Moyo says.

Binga Rural District Council (RDC) has so 
far regravelled the 97km Binga-Siabuwa 
stretch after receiving about $30 million 
which was allocated to the local authority 
under devolution funds.

“Some roads fall under the Ministry and we 
have no jurisdiction as council. We received 
some devolution funds and attended to 
some roads especially to Siabuwa and 
Lusulu among other projects,” says the 
Chief Executive Officer of Binga RDC, 
Joshua Muzamba.





Information Deficit Fuels 
Voter Apathy 
There is massive apathy among the youth on electoral processes, and analysts say only 
massive voter education awareness campaigns can reverse the trend.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

Y outh constitute the majority of eligible voters 
but a survey in Hwange shows lack of interest 

in electoral processes in the district.

“I am not even sure if my vote is going to make 
any difference,” Bekezela Dube, a Hwange youth 
says.

Dube says he is not interested in becoming a 
registered voter either.

In the survey, others say lack of information on 
voter registration is another disincentive.

This comes at a time when the country is heading 
for March 26 by-elections to fill 105 municipal seats 
and 28 parliamentary seats. Voter registration is 

provided in section 17A of the Electoral Act.

The Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC) recently 

announced dates for mobile voter 
registration which will run in two 
phases - February 1-28, and April 

11-30, 2022.

Lack of information on voter registration, 
including pessimism on the outcome 
of elections has been blamed for the 
low turnout during voter registration in 
Matabeleland.

Hwange based Civic Society Organization 



Vostile Creative Trust director Malvin Daka says 
there is a need for massive awareness campaigns 
through CSO collaborations.

“People in such areas (Hwange rural) are not 
aware of what is happening which is why we are 
advocating for mobile registration centers in 
different areas,” Daka adds.

Nkosikhona Dibiti, who is a spokesperson for 
Ekhaya Vote 2023 initiative bringing more than 
30 CSOs from Bulawayo, Matabeleland North 
and South, says community based initiatives are 
needed to drive voter education.

    “
The absence of sustainable 

community-based initiatives 
that mobilize citizens 

particularly youths, first 
time voters and women 

to participate in electoral 
processes has led to 

widespread voter apathy 
and lack of confidence in the 

electoral systems.
Nkosikhona Dibiti

                 ”
“This is the elephant in the room; the solution 
is bringing voter registration closer to the 
electorate.”

Fidelis Chima, Chairperson of the Greater 
Whange Resident Trust, says CSOs, including the 

clergy and other interest groups, should 
work together in voter education campaign.

“There is also a need for CSOs in Hwange to 
also accredit with ZEC so that they will be 
able to carry out voter education,” Chima 
adds.

According to the Electoral Act, only 
accredited CSOs are mandated to conduct 
voter education.

On January 7, ZEC approved 76 CSOs to 
conduct voter education.

Voter education in Zimbabwe is provided 
for in the Constitution and the Electoral 
Act. Section 239 (h) of the Constitution 
provides for ZEC to conduct and supervise 
voter education.

Section 40B (1) (b) of the Electoral Act also 
provides that ZEC must ensure that the 
voter education provided by others is 
adequate, accurate, and unbiased.

Furthermore, Section 40B (3) provides that 
ZEC “may permit any person to assist it in 
providing voter education.”

However, The Citizen Bulletin has gathered 
that there is no CSO in Hwange which has 
been accredited to conduct voter education 
in the district.



Residents Cry Over Shabby 
Toilets

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

“I have been doing this for 
a long time now. In the 
morning before I go to work, 
I bath inside the house,” 
Ncube, a single mother says.

Most residents in the Hwange 
Colliery concession use 

public ablution facilities with 
the exception of a few with 
managerial positions. 

The toilets, built 
over 3 decades ago 
have aged, phased 

out by modern 
infrastructure and are 

no longer humane. 

The continued use of the 
dilapidated facilities is a cause 
for concern to residents.

“Using these public toilets 
is a health hazard,” Ncube 
adds.

Residents called on the 
HCC to make sure that every 
house has an inbuilt toilet 
for decency, and privacy.

Some residents like Rejoice 
have stopped using the 
public ablution facilities.

The toilets are characterised 
by congestion in the 
morning and evening.

R ejoice Ncube enters 
the house with a 

big washing dish, collects a 
bathing soap before excusing 
herself to take a bath in her 
bedroom, leaving her friend 
seated at the dining room.

Poor sanitation, dilapidated ablution facilities cause misery for residents at Hwange 
Colliery Concession.



The poor maintenance of 
the facilities has resulted in 
many residents opting to 
bath inside their houses, and 
practice open defecation.

In 2021, an 8-year-old 
child was burnt by 

an underground coal 
mine at Kamponi, 

which is an old 
coal dumpsite in 

Makwika village in 
Hwange as she was 
relieving herself in 

the bush.

The Greater Hwange 
Residents Trust (GWRT) 
describes the incident as 
unfortunate, and calls on the 
HCC to take urgent steps in 
improving sanitation.

“We had a meeting with the 
HCC late last year. We made 
our position clear that there 
is a need to attend to public 
ablution facilities,” GWRT 
Coordinator Fidelis Chima 
says.

“They (HCC) are citing 
financial constraints, but we 
will ensure that HCC engages 
the community so that they 
hear how the community 
can assist with ideas in that 
regard.”

Thomas Moyo, a resident of 
Lwendulu in Hwange refutes 
claims by the HCC of being 
incapacitated to improve 

sanitation facilities.

“The company (HCC) makes a 
lot of money through the sale 
of coal. I don’t think it can fail 
to renovate the houses adding 
bathrooms for its workers 
and all the residents in their 
concession,” Moyo says.

Dr Beauty Mutombe, HCC 
Corporate Communications 
manager did not respond to 
questions sent to her by this 
reporter despite promises to 
do so.

Hwange Central legislator 
Daniel Molokela voices his 
displeasure on the use of 
dilapidated ablution facilities.

  “
These are colonial 
era toilets which 
cannot fit in the 
modern society. 

There is no decency 
in the whole thing. 

It’s very unfortunate 
that our people find 
themselves in such a 

situation.
Daniel Molokela, Hwange 
Central legislator 

   ”

According to the Zimbabwe 
Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC) 
2020 Urban Livelihoods 
Assessment report, 
Manicaland (5.2%) and 
Matabeleland North (3.7%) 
had the highest proportion 
of having poor sanitation 
facilities.

Open defecation was 
highest in Matabeleland 
North at (6,6%) while also 
a high number of dwellings 
where more than five 
households share a toilet. 



The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) 
which had initially intended to start the blitz last 
year but postponed without giving any reasons, 
has established over 2700 sites throughout 
the country for the first phase of the intensive 
mobile biometric voter registration.

The blitz will be conducted in phases from 
February 1 to 28 and from April 10 to 30, in an 
effort to inform the delimitation exercise to set 
electoral boundaries for the 2023 harmonised 
elections.

ZEC Establishes 
Over 2700 Centres 
for Mobile Voter 
Registration Blitz

Tropical 
Depression Ana 
Traps Students
Ordinary level students at Nyafaru High School in 
Binga were trapped at school last week as heavy 
rains that accompanied Tropical Depression 
Ana washed away roads and a bridge.

While the school authorities had teams clearing 
the road for the safe passage of their forty four 
trapped students, “we used chainsaws and logs 
to try and make way for the children to pass,” 
says The Red Cross Provincial Manager for 
Manicaland, Munyaradzi Chikukwa.

Schools 
Opening Date 
Announced
All classes are set to open schools on February 
7 as COVID-19 infection levels continue falling, 
with the curfew now starting at midnight and 
bars and restaurants able to operate until 10pm, 
but only for the vaccinated customers.

The opening of schools is likely going to be 
seamless following declarations that the pupils 
were ready  for the resumption of face to face 
classes without risking a spike in the fourth 
wave of COVID-19 as the average daily infection 
rate was down to 200 and continuing to fall.

Local mines in Hwange have failed to meet 
Hwange’s Power Station monthly demand of 
90 000 tonnes required for power generation, 
following  persistent heavy rains which have 
disrupted coal mining resulting in production 
cutbacks.

Some of the flooded mines have forced the 
companies to invest in water pumps for 
pumping out water from underground, says 
Zambezi Gas and Coal Operations Manager, 
Menard Makota in an interview.

Heavy Rains 
Disrupt Coal 
Mining





PVO BILL: Is the Government 
Clawing its Talons into the 
Creative Sector?
The gazetted Private Voluntary Organisation bill 2021 approved by the Zimbabwean 
cabinet has generated a lot of debate — with some pointing it as having unfair 
and detrimental effects on the creative arts sector while others support it as the 
government’s efforts in infrastructure and human development.

P rivate Voluntary Organisations (PVOs) are 
groups of persons or institutions that 

are private, non-profit driven and independent. 
These play a pivotal role in supporting 
government efforts in infrastructure and human 
development. They assist in areas such as 
education, health, and charity work, legal and 
emergency aid in times of disasters. 

The arts sector has entities that are registered 

as Trusts, Associations and groups that fall 
under the PVO Bill. To ignore the contents, 
and impact of the Bill on the PVOs will be 
detrimental. Most organisations that are in 
the arts sector are affected by this Bill. 

The Bill affects PVOs, Trusts, Associations 
and all organisations providing charitable 
services, and everyone who benefits and 
supports their work.

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih



What are some of the challenges that are 
being introduced by this bill?
Trusts and common law universitas associations 
will be ordered to register under the PVO Act. 
Designated organisations will become unlawful 
entities unless they register under the Act. The 
Act seeks to regulate the operations of PVOs. 
Registration under the PVO Act is a very difficult 
process.

The bill was gazetted on 5 November 2021. It 
seeks to comply with the recommendations 
of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). It 
aims at preventing PVOs from participating in 
governance activities.

FATF is an intergovernmental organisation 
founded in 1989 to develop policies that combat 
money laundering and terrorist financing 
across the globe. PVOs across the world have 
come under the spotlight as conduits of money 
laundering, and as involved in financing terrorist 
activities. 

The bill brands all PVOs including those in the arts 
and culture sector as potential money laundering 
agencies and terrorist financing organisations. 
This idea is farfetched and unfair to the struggling 
arts organisations. The bill makes it a punishable 
crime for a designated organisation to receive 
funds and contributions without registration.

Organisations will not be allowed to receive 
funds and contributions from well-wishers, 
including those who are outside the country. 
The suggested amendments restrict the work of 
all PVOs not just those that are at risk of money 
laundering and financing terrorist activities. They 
infringe on human rights as they affect PVOs that 
are working with communities. 

It is a known fact that artists have always been at 
the forefront of voicing any societal wrongs and 
once this becomes law, it will affect them more 
than any other sector. 

It bans PVOs from working on programmes 
involving governance and political activities. 

This infringes on the constitutional rights of 
Zimbabweans to participate in governance 
issues. Issues of good governance and 
accountability must be spearheaded by anyone 
without fear of incarceration. Politics touches 
all spheres of life, and any attempt to gag 
individuals and organisations from speaking 
and discussing governance and political issues 
has to be challenged.

The Bill allows for the suspension and removal 
of executive committees of PVOs. The Minister 
of Public Service and Social welfare is given 
optimum powers to remove those in charge of 
running these organisations and replace them 
with whoever he/she chooses. This affects 
the democratic rights of PVOs as to who 
they chose to lead them. This is a strategy to 
infiltrate independent organisations with the 
aim of diluting their purpose. The minister has 
power to label any PVO as high risk. Funding 
sources and how the money is to be used must 
be presented to the minister as when he/she 
demands.

Implications of the Bill becoming law
    PVOs will not be able to freely carry out their 
work as they will be under the ‘hawk’s’ eye. 
Vocal artists are likely to suffer loss in terms 
of business as some organisations will feel 
insecure to work with them.

    There is likely to be job losses as some PVOs 
might fold because of stringent registration 
requirements. Some of these PVOs have 
projects that outsource artists as influencers. 
This will have a direct bearing on the arts and 
creative sector incomes.

  Poor communities are likely to become 
poorer as PVOs that were operating in them 
fold.

Artists must mobilise and make their voices 
to be heard as a sector. Artists have platforms 
where they can make noise about the bill. They 
must take a leading role and participate in public 
hearings to voice their concerns against this Bill.  



Removal Of Copper Cables 
Plunges Residents Into Darkness 
It is nearly three months without electricity 
for Ingumija, an area located near the 
country’s biggest power plant.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

S ituated at the heart of the country’s main 
electricity generation plant in Hwange, 

Matabeleland North, is Ingumija suburb where 
residents have been condemned to a life of 
darkness.

Lerato Shoko (32), a mother of three has to wake 
up in the wee hours every morning, and prepare 
to visit Empumalanga Township where she sells 
her products including fresh kapenta and bream 
fish.

Shoko’s main worry is having her fish not getting 
sold before lunch hour, as that means a huge loss 
since there is no electricity in her area.

She buys the fish from Binga traders.

The fish have a ready market, but the power 
blackout in Ingumija means she cannot 
purchase many for resale in the township.

“Electricity is very essential…Hwange town 
is a place which produces electricity for the 
whole country, and there is no reason for 
us here to stay without power for a long 
period,” Shoko says.

“This has inconvenienced my business 
which requires the use of refrigerators.”

Hwange’s power plant has an installed 
capacity of 920 megawatts fed to the 
national grid. But ageing equipment and 
lack of investment has seen the plant fail to 
reach maximum output.

Shoko is one of the residents staying at the 



In a bid to push for a solution, the affected 
residents are seeking the services of human 
rights’ lawyers to push authorities to act.

“As we speak relations between residents and 
the company are at an all-time low because 
the company takes very little concerns of the 
people,” Tinashe Matika, a resident adds.

“We call for a genuine will towards the 
development of the town considering that 
the concession is a colonial setup design 
which was meant to further entrench those 
with power.”

Ingumija ward 14 councilor Vendari Albert 
Sibanda echoes similar sentiments saying 
residents have no joy in a life of darkness.

“As you can see, this is obvious, we have no 
joy,” he says.

“People are not happy; residents 
have been in the dark for a number 
of months now and it’s not good for 
the community.”
Vendari Albert Sibanda, Ward Councilor 

He said NRZ officials have looked for a 
contractor to replace the cables, but the heavy 
rains experienced recently delayed the work.

“Some of the electricity poles were also 
destroyed by the rains,” he adds.

Repeated efforts to obtain a comment from 
the NRZ authorities did not yield results.

National Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) owned 
Ingumija compound.

Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, residents 
say life has never been the same after they 
were plunged into darkness, and they feel 
neglected.

There has been no explanation from the 
responsible authorities, they say.

The area was reportedly plunged into darkness 
when the NRZ allegedly started removing 
copper cables, which are a target of thieves.

To date, they have not been notified when the 
copper cables will be replaced with aluminum 
to curb thefts.

Lack of electricity has also affected the 
pumping of water, denying them their 
alienable right to access the precious liquid.

“Water on the installed boreholes 
is no longer accessible because we 
have no electricity. We need an 
intervention because our rights are 
being infringed upon.”
Lindani Moyo, speaking on behalf of Ingumija 
women

Lack of electricity has affected the pumping of borehole 

water for residents. Image by Cite

The boreholes were installed to alleviate 
water challenges facing the area.



Residents Left Counting Losses 
After Flash Floods Hit Again
Victoria Falls residents are living in constant fear as flash floods are becoming more 
frequent in the country’s prime resort city owing to poor drainage systems.

by Bokani Mudimba | @thabanih

D ozens of Victoria 
Falls residents faced 

losses when their electrical 
gadgets and other household 
properties were soaked in 
water after flash floods hit 
the city early January.

“We are in constant fear 
because each time it rains 
water accumulates. When the 
flash floods hit the city early 
this month (January) we were 
literally living in water which 
was knee high in the yard and 
much of our property was 
soaked,” Moyo says.

Her lounge suite, beds, 
electrical gadgets and clothes 
were damaged.

Some vehicles developed 
electrical faults after spending 
three days partly submerged in 
water, according to residents.

Last year, Victoria Falls was 
also hit by flash floods which 
left some residents counting 
their losses.
The recent floods mostly 
affected high density and 
medium density areas, while 
the low density and central 
business district where hotels 
and tour operators are located 
were spared.

Roads became impassable, 
some were washed off while 
others were severely damaged 
due to flooding induced 
erosion.

Some residents helplessly 
watched their durawalls 
collapse as water rose to knee 
level inside their homes and 
yards.

Nomqhele Moyo is one of the 
residents whose property was 
damaged.



The flash floods have been 
blamed on the resort town’s 
poor drainage and lack of 
adequate storm water drains.

There are no storm water 
drains in the new Mkhosana 
high density and Aerodrome 
medium density suburbs, 
which were the hardest hit.

Sections of the oldest 
Chinotimba suburb were 
also affected after the 
suburb’s storm drains were 
overwhelmed by massive 
runoff.

Residents are also partly 
to blame for littering the 
environment resulting in 
garbage blocking the few 
available storm water drains 
resulting in water diverting 
into houses.

However, residents believe 
that disasters can be averted if 
the local authority constructs 
storm water drains.

“People lost property and 
foodstuffs which puts their 
livelihoods in a difficult 
position considering the 
economic hardships they 
are already facing,” Victoria 
Falls Combined Residents 
Association Chair Kelvin Moyo 
says.

“We get worried because it’s 
becoming recurrent. The 
problem is known and very 
clear as we have raised it several 
times at various fora. There 
is lack of a proper drainage 
system and the council should 
prioritise making storm water 
drains around the city and 
suburbs.”

Players in the tourism 
sector say, while their 
industry was spared, 

this has severely 
affected business.

“As long as the floods remain 
flash floods there will be no 
direct impact on tourism 
although activities such as 
helicopter flights, game drives, 
white water rafting and tour of 
the falls cannot be done during 
the period of the floods which 
has a bearing on day to day 
business,” tourism executive 
Clement Mukwasin warns.

Victoria Falls City Council 
officials are now having 
sleepless nights, with mayor 
councilor Somvelo Dhlamini 
saying a permanent solution, 
including a complete overhaul 
of the drainage system is 
needed.

  “
The solution that will 
mitigate this challenge 

is construction of 
proper storm water 

drains and as council 
we are working with 

our engineers to come 
up with areas that can 
be prioritised in the 

construction of storm 
water drains.

Somvelo Dhlamini, mayor

   ”
“Work will commence as soon as 
funds are made available by either 
council or government and other 
partners,” he adds, although not 
mentioning how much is needed 
for the rehabilitation of the 
drainage system.

Environment and disaster 
management are listed in the 
local authority's five year strategic 
plan.

Civil Protection Committee 
National Director Nathan Nkomo 
says local authorities will be able 
to use their by-laws in disaster 
risk management once the 
Disaster Risk Management Bill 
becomes law.

“We always talk of contingency 
plans to mitigate disasters, and 
so far we are devolving functions 
for local authorities to mimic 
what the central government 
does in terms of managing 
disasters because there is no 
way the government can manage 
everything,” Nkomo says.

“Local authorities should be 
more responsible, especially in 
the area of spatial planning.”

The country is in the process 
of implementing the United 
Nations Sendai Framework for 
disaster reduction through local 
authorities.

The Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
aims to achieve the substantial 
reduction of disaster risk and 
losses in lives, livelihoods and 
health and in the economic, 
physical, social, cultural and 
environmental assets of persons, 
businesses, communities and 
countries over the next 15 years.







Council Blitz Riles Food 
Vendors
Following the COVID-19 outbreak, the 
municipality says a medical certificate is 
now a requirement for food vendors to 
prevent the spread of other diseases like 
tuberculosis (TB).

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

“P ersonally, the only option for survival 
has been either gold panning, which is 

very risky or food vending here in Gwanda.”
These are the words of a youthful Thandolwenkosi 
Moyo who finished her Form Four in 2015, passing 
six subjects including Mathematics.

Moyo says she has applied for teaching, police 
and nursing jobs since then without success, and 
stopped short of saying she has given up.

She now sells cream donuts, buns, drinks, fruits 
and freezits in Gwanda town.

For the past 3 years, Moyo says she never 
had problems with the municipality until 
recently.

This is after the municipality announced 
plans to get strict against food vendors that 
have taken over the small town.

Gwanda Mayor, Njabulo Siziba 
says council will launch a 

blitz targeting food vendors 
beginning February 1 to force 

them to abide by council laws, 
including a requirement to have 

medical certificates.

“A lot of them are not registered to occupy 
any area in town and we feel the need to 
revive our by-laws, especially those that 
concern food vendors,” Siziba says.

“We want all the street vendors to have 



medical certificates. We do not want them to 
spread diseases to their customers. We expect 
to start strictly enforcing the by-law early next 
month (February).”

He says failure to produce the medical 
certificate will attract a hefty fine.                                 

The council says all medical examination 
certificates must be valid for 12 months. 

A survey shows that a medical test at private 
laboratories start from US$30.

Streetwise Informal Traders Association 
Director Percy Mcijo says a medical certificate 
is then acquired at a cost of US$5, bringing the 
total cost to anything from US$35.

A vending licence costs US$37, while rentals for 
a bay is US$11.50 in the central business district 
and around US$5.50 per month in the high 
density.

“When the council starts enforcing those 
by-laws, some of us will certainly be out of 
business because I cannot afford the medical 
certification fees as required,” Moyo says.

Gwanda Residents Association (GRA) secretary 
general Wellington Nare weighs in calling on 
the municipality to engage informal traders.

    “
The regulation is very 

repressive considering the 
fact the sector is the only 
surviving employer after 

all these years of company 
closures and economic 

failure. Instead of the 
council crafting these by-
laws for informal traders, 
they should engage them 

and get proper input.
Wellington Nare, GRA secretary general

            ”
According to Nare, Gwanda has more 
than 400 vendors operating from the CBD, 
Phakama, Spitzkop Business Centre, Jahunda 
Renkini and some in their backyards.

“While issues of health have to be attended 
to, it means these vendors will lose more to 
medical practitioners known for charging 
exorbitant prices.” 

“We will engage the council to seek its wide 
engagement with food vendors for a proper 
action. Issues affecting food vendors are the 
operating environment among others which 
the council has to address,” Nare adds.

But Community Youth Development Trust 
(CYDT) director Sichasisile Ndlovu says the 
health certificate requirement for food 
traders has always been there.

“I remember at one time my aunt was 
stopped from operating from her usual 
vending spot after she failed to produce 
a valid health certificate. For me, it brings 
positives and negatives.”

“Positives in that people are encouraged to 
know their health status especially around 
Tuberculosis which is easily communicable. 
Negatives in that the process is expensive 
considering the health tariffs involved,” 
Ndlovu says.



Ndlovu is however, in agreement that the 
majority of the youth who survive on informal 
trading will be affected.

    “
This means more crime 
rate as they try to survive 

or more corruption as 
they will be forced to pay 

extra to council police 
for them to remain 

operational.
Sichasisile Ndlovu, CYDT director 

           ”
“We shall assist them in engaging policy makers 
for a discussion so that they may have a win-
win situation.”

Gwanda Vendors Association Chairman 
Masakeni Ndlovu, says council is also to blame 
by failing to avail legal vending bays.

“People are not selling at the moment because 
they are required to sell at designated sites but 
some are trading at illegal sites.”



Corruption, Poor 
Workmanship In Road 
Construction Unmasked  
Potholes, uneven road surfaces, broken concrete, lack of road signages, sinkholes is 
an apt description of Bulawayo’s roads but is council doing anything right to fix the 
road network?

by Nqobile Bhebhe | @The_CBNews

A t face value, Bulawayo’s vast road network 
is undergoing major rehabilitation  to 

last several years before any reconstruction is 
needed.

are also diverting resources, or 
using substandard materials 

altogether despite having 
received payment.

Bulawayo motorists were paying the high 
price in vehicle maintenance costs for bad 
roads. 

About 75percent of the city's roads have 
outlived their lifespan, and turned into 
death traps, according to the Bulawayo City 
Council (BCC).

But an in-depth investigation by this publication 
lifted the lid on a deadly mix of corruption to 
poor quality reconstruction of the city's road 
infrastructure.

The corruption goes beyond 
bribes as contracted companies 



Occasionally, road patching was witnessed 
but complaints about the poor workmanship 
by contracted firms lingered, and remained 
unanswered.

Road users and other stakeholders often queried 
why resurfaced roads quickly deteriorated.

Recent rains give credence to these 
complaints as some roads are left 

with gaping potholes hardly months 
after resurfacing.

“I suspect that some contracted firms use 
substandard materials which easily wear out 
after a few months,” Given Dlamini, a Bulawayo 
motorist says.

“What is surprising is that the same company 
would be back on the same stretch of the road 
giving suspicion that there might be some 
collusion between tender adjudicators and 
contracted firms.”

Over several weeks, this reporter conducted an 
investigation to uncover why the city's roads 
remain in a bad condition despite rehabilitation, 
and reconstruction.

Norbert Ncube (not his real name) is engaged by 
one of the road construction firms.

He says poor monitoring of road works by the 
council, corruption and questionable procedural 
processes taking place in the road construction 
industry is to blame.

“The main issue starts in the tender bidding 
process which has huge financial implications,” 
Ncube adds.

In the recent past, there have been reports of 
council management and city fathers receiving 
kickbacks to facilitate tenders.

At one point, reports resurfaced that some 
councilors were pampered in Harare by a 

company that wanted the former to sway a 
parking meter tender in its favor.
“Due to the harsh economic environment 
we are experiencing, there are some bosses 
(owners of contracted firms) who want 
to capitalise by using inferior materials, 
especially tar.”

“The idea is to stay long on the job in a 
phased manner. The material named in 
tender documents might not be the one 
used. They procure lots of substandard 
material, small quantities of genuine one 
and cleverly falsify documents,” Ncube 
explains.

Council officials do make routine 
inspections of rehabilitated roads “but 
they are hardly present at critical stages of 
project implementation.”

“Genuine material is hardly used. It's there 
on-site and strategically kept in case council 
inspectors show up unannounced for a 
checkup. They (inspectors) would assume 
that all is fine.”

Incidentally, when rehabilitation is 
complete and the repaired section begins 
to wear off, the same firms are always 
engaged by the council, raising eyebrows.

“Therefore, the concerns of motorists and 
the general public that some roads are 
substandard are not entirely misplaced,” 
Ncube concludes.

Another employee engaged by an 
engineering firm along Fife Street pointed at 
the road carriageway markings to illustrate 
the substandard materials used.

“The paint is thoroughly diluted to cover 
a wide area such that it fades away easily 
especially during the rains,” he narrates.

It was also established that some 
supervisors falsify records of materials 



used. The quantity of materials requisitioned 
at depots would often not tally with the used 
materials on site.

For example, official records would indicate that 
500 litres of tar was requested but only 300 litres 
delivered and used on site.

Carriageway markings on Bulawayo’s roads easily fade away 

during the rain season. Image by Newsday

The remaining 200 litres is then diverted for 
private use or resale, with a huge bearing on the 
quality of work done.

In several instances, engaged casual workers will 
not have formal training in road construction.

“You find that the supervisor and maybe two 
others are qualified for the job. So when we give 
instructions on how to mix the materials, the 
casual workers would not know whether they 
are doing the right thing or not. They don't ask 
questions,” he explains.

In December, Ward 4 councillor Silas Chigora 
said he is always taken to ask by residents 
complaining that rehabilitated roads are always 
left in a worse state than before.

“In my view, as a council, we need to strengthen 
the tender adjudication process,” Chigora says. 
“We need to have our inspection teams on site to 
always monitor the road works, and ensure that 
materials used tally with our specifications and 
with bidding documents.”

“If residents go beyond pointing out such issues 

during feedback meetings and petition 
council, I am sure some form of action, say 
the investigation, would be done,” he says.

In 2021, the Matabeleland Institute of Human 
Rights (MIHR) petitioned the council over 
the poor state of the roads.

Some public transporters protested the 
poor road network by withdrawing their 
vehicles plying certain routes.

In early 2021 the Government declared the 
country's road network a state of disaster.

Government later launched a US$400 
million Emergency Road Rehabilitation 
Programme 2 (ERRP2) targeting major 
feeder roads into towns and cities.

Bulawayo’s share of the money was 
Z$625 million for the rehabilitation of an 
estimated road network covering 2,460km.

The money was not given to the local 
authority but the Central Mechanical 
Equipment Department (CMED) to manage 
the budget.

The BCC has identified a total of 43 roads 
for rehabilitation.

Some of the targeted roads include Fife 
Street (Masotsha Ndlovu Avenue to 23rd 
Avenue, 4,1 kilometres), Luveve Roadarterial 
(Lobengula Street to Nguboyenja Avenue, 
2,1 kilometres) and Luveve Road -arterial 
(Nguboyenja to Siyephambili drive, 4,7 
kilometres) among others. 





by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

Hwange: Deforestation 
Accelerates Climate Change

Green Shango Trust, an environmentalist 
lobby group, says deforestation has 
contributed to climate change with negative 
effects for a coal mining town such as 
Hwange.

Of late, Hwange is experiencing ever 
changing weather patterns including 
extraordinary high temperatures and heavy 
downpours linked to climate change.

“The trees are very important for the planet. 
All green plants take up carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and release oxygen 
during photosynthesis,” the Trust says.

“A fully grown-up tree can convert 23kgs of 
carbon dioxide to oxygen. That’s why we 
emphasize tree planting. When forests are 
cut down, much of that stored carbon is 
released into the atmosphere again as CO2.”

“This is how deforestation and forest 
degradation contribute to global warming 
leading to climate change,” the Trust 
explains.

Daniel Sithole, the Director of Green 
Shango Trust says Hwange is experiencing 
deforestation from mining activities, 
agricultural forests and land use (AFOLU), 
illegal charcoal production and veld fires.

Sithole says there is a need for reforestation 
and rehabilitation of land where there are 
mining activities.

This also includes reforestation atoll 
abandoned mine dumps, the introduction of 

A n open space with heaps of coal rubbles 
is increasingly becoming a common sight 

at the Hwange coal mining town.

The mushrooming of several mining entities 
in Hwange has not only brought fortunes 
but also a basket of negative environmental 
impacts.

The once thick Hwange forest which was a home 
to wildlife is also slowly fading away.       

The few trees left in the mining concession area 
have turned gray covered with coal dust raised 
by front end loaders when they ferry the mineral 
to the Hwange power station, and other thermal 
stations out of the town.

Hwange district boasts of an estimated seven 
coal miners which include Hwange Colliery 
Company Limited, Zambesi Gas, Makomo 
Resources, NicNel, South Mining PVT LTD and 
Dinson Colliery.

Hwange is losing a countless 
number of trees to make way 

for opencast and underground 
mining operations. Charcoal 

production and veld fires 
have also contributed to 

deforestation.



fruit forests for carbon sink as well as alternatives 
for livelihoods.

    “
Mining companies should 

plough back to the 
communities through 

inceptions of sustainable 
projects, use of renewable 

energy for example 
solar, biogas and coal 

briquettes which are more 
environmentally friendly.

Daniel Sithole, Green Shango Trust Director

         ”
The Environmental Management Agency (EMA) 
urges mining entities to undergo Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) process before any 
mining activities to prevent environmental 
damage.

The EIA is an assessment of the possible impacts 
that a proposed project may have on the 
environment. 

It identifies alternatives and mitigation measures 
to reduce the environmental impact of a 
proposed project.

EMA Matabeleland North Publicity and Education 
Officer Mildred Matunga says: “Miners are 
also encouraged to rehabilitate their land, 

environmental restoration programs 
should be prioritized for example, 
reclamation of disused pits and shafts.”

Chairperson of the Coal Producers 
Association Linos Masimuri urges coal 
producers to rehabilitate the land in order 
to avoid dangers to the environment.

“Our rehabilitation is in two parts as coal 
producers; we do backfilling to the already 
mined areas into the pit.”

“Secondly, we need to make sure that the 
coal is fully combated to avoid underground 
fires which may have resulted in chemical 
reactions with the coal,” Masimuri says.

Environmentalist Bhekilizwe Zwelinjani 
urges Zimbabweans to embrace tree 
planting to save the environment.

Zwelinjani plants at least 100 trees in 
Hwange annually.

“I have a target of planting trees. This is 
because these areas have depleted forest 
resources like trees due to drought, 
building, charcoal production and mining,” 
he says.

He argues mining activities in Hwange 
may last long if the environment is also 
protected.




